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Overview

All staff, host families, and students must follow good online safety practices, report misuse or
inappropriate content, and understand how to escalate concerns. A strong online safety approach
educates children on safe technology use and enables intervention when necessary. This policy
aligns with our Safeguarding Policy at www.kittmcarthur.co.uk and is based on guidance from
Keeping Children Safe in Education (Sept 2024) and NSPCC Online Safety advice. It is reviewed
annually by the Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) and Head of Compliance.

Students can read the advice in the Kitt McArthur Student handbook to help them stay safe on line.

Designated Safeguarding Lead
Elaine Kitt serves as a DSL. Her contact details are here:

Elaine Kitt

Director Kitt McArthur Education

Whatsapp: 07730654988

Wechat ID: elaine_KittMcArthur

Mobile: 07730654988

Emergency number out of hours 10pm to 8am 01761 873266

Email: elaine@kittmcarthur.co.uk

https://kittmcarthur.co.uk

Online Safety Risks
* Content: Exposure to illegal, harmful, or inappropriate material.
* Contact: Risk of cyberbullying, grooming, or harmful online interactions.
* Conduct: Personal online behavior that may cause harm.

Types of Online Abuse

* Cyberbullying: Includes threats, spreading rumours, trolling, exclusion from groups, and
sharing harmful images or videos.
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* Grooming: Predators may use games, social media, or chatrooms to gain a child’s trust for
exploitation. Encourage students to use Think U Know (www.thinkuknow.co.uk) for
reporting guidance.

* Online Sexual Abuse: Includes coercion into sexual activity via webcam, messaging, or in-
person meetings. Any concerns should be reported immediately.

Signs of Online Abuse

Potential indicators include secrecy about online activity, increased distress after internet use,
avoidance of social situations, and unexplained contacts. Staff and host families are encouraged to
consult NSPCC’s online safety resources (www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety).

Privacy Settings & Parental Controls
Host families should enable privacy settings and parental controls. Guidance is available from the UK
Safer Internet Centre (www.saferinternet.org.uk) and NSPCC.

Social Media Awareness

Students should know how to report and block users on social platforms. Resources such as
Childline’s digital footprint guide (www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-
mobile-safety/taking-care-your-digital-footprint/) can be helpful.

Responding to Online Incidents

Reports of online abuse must be documented and reported to Elaine Kitt as DSL at
elaine@kittmcarthur.co.uk. The DSL will liaise with the student’s school and parents unless this
would place the child at risk. If a child is in immediate danger, the police should be contacted via
999.

When to Contact the Police
Police involvement is necessary if:

* An adult is involved.

* Coercion, blackmail, or grooming is suspected.

* The content depicts unusual or violent sexual acts.

* Achild under 13 is involved.

* The child is at immediate risk (e.g., self-harm or suicidal behaviour).

The DSL twill collaborate with schools and relevant staff to provide ongoing support to affected
students and staff members.

Please see our Student Handbook for advice for students to read themselves.
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