How we vet Our Host Families and choose them for your child

Our Host Families — how we vet them and how we choose them for your child
A Home Away from Home

Elaine Kitt oversees host families, ensuring pupils are matched with those best suited to their needs.
Pupils typically stay with the same family for exeat weekends and half terms, fostering strong
relationships. Host families provide a welcoming environment, allowing students to relax and
experience UK family life. Many form lifelong friendships with pupils and their families.

Student safety is our top priority. Each host family undergoes a thorough vetting process in line with
BSA guidelines. Elaine Kitt begins with a detailed phone screening, followed by a home visit to
inspect accommodations, confirm necessary safety measures, and interview the family. Only families
meeting our high standards are accepted. Regular re-inspections and updated DBS checks ensure
ongoing suitability.

Kitt McArthur Guardians works closely with host families, providing guidance and support. Each
family member over 16 undergoes a DBS check, and personal and professional references are
reviewed. Approved families receive a Host Family Handbook outlining responsibilities and
expectations.

Host Family Approval Process:

Initial phone screening for suitability.

Home visit and detailed inspection by Elaine Kitt.

Discussion of expectations and commitments.

DBS checks for household members 16+. Reference checks.

Verification of insurance policies and safety certificates.

Regular re-inspections.

Feb Host Family Profiles shared with students, parents, agents, and schools.

Matching Students to Host Families: Elaine Kitt gathers detailed student information, including
interests and preferences, to ensure the best match. Families range from those with young children
to retirees offering a quiet home. Matching is finalized in August for the best selection of host
families. If multiple students stay in one home, similar interests and ages are considered.

We appreciate parents’ patience as we carefully select the ideal host family. Once matched, we
provide families with student profiles and facilitate introductions upon arrival in the UK, ensuring
peace of mind for parents and a warm welcome for students.
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